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In this essay | try to show my understanding of the text “Experience and Understanding”
which is a combination of extracts of one of the books written by Immanuel Kant called
“Critique of Pure Reason”. This text was published in a book iled by C ham called
“Western Philosophy: An anthology”. To show my understanding | will discuss and explain
the arguments that Kant gives in this extract and | will finally explain why this text is
considered as a “compromise b or rather sy is of” (Ce gham p.40) the
rationalist and empiricist approach. |

As a preface it should be noted that this text in the book by Cottingham is a fusion of two
parts of the book “Critique of Pure Reason”, that means that Kant did not intend these
extracts to be placed directly behind each other. Although the extracts do build on each
other sometimes it seems like there is some information missing. Also, every time | mention
Kant or ‘he’, the sentence is paraphrased from the text underneath the mentioned header of
the text that comes from the book written by Cottingham.

The text is divided up into four headers. The first of which is: “The distinction between pure
and empirical knowledge”. In this part of the text, as the title suggests, Kant describes the
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In this essay | try to show my
understanding of the text
“Experience and
Understanding” which is a
combination of extracts of one
of the books written by Immanuel
Kant called “Critique of Pure

Reason”. This text was
published in a book
compiled by Cottingham \
called “Western Philosophy: >

An anthology”. To show my understanding | will discuss and explain the arguments that Kant

glves in this extract and | will finally explain why this text is considered as a “compromise - - = .
between, or rather synthesis of” (Cottingham p.40) the rationalist and empiricist approach. O 0D M | LS\"L, l_9 a> ) |
As a preface it should be noted that this text in the book by Cottingham is a fusion of two

parts of the book “Critique of Pure Reason”, that means that Kant did not intend these ? - |
extracts to be placed directly behind each other. Although the extracts do build on each Y
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